
                              
 

Fellow Lions, 
 
I want to wish each and every Lion a prosperous New Year (and that also includes fund raising 
projects).  Starting out the New Year will be this multiple page - should I say Bulletin – hmmm –  
oh well, Leader Dog information that you might enjoy reading.   I have tried to hit as many bases that 
I could, from puppy raising, to letters from Leader Dog recipients, an article on Deaf-Blind Program 
to Veterans, GPS to dog health and a little bit more.  I hope you will enjoy.  Here again – Please PASS 
ON TO YOUR CLUB MEMBERS the below information, there might be someone out there that 
would be interested in learning more.  
 
Also, for general info, I will be taking another important position within MD-18.  That way, you will 
hear more from me in the future.  Isn’t that great?  I sure can’t wait myself.  Anyways, please read the 
info under NEWS just below. You can also go to the following web site http://www.leaderdog.org/ and 
find Lions Clubs near the top and to the right to get more information.  And, just to remind you, 
please do not forget the “Growing the Dream” and “Kids’nCoins” programs. 
 
Please support your District Leader Dog Chairs within your District - they do not mind giving you a 
program or send you information.  I along with Leader Dog School will also send information upon 
your request.  If there ARE ANY PROBLEMS - PLEASE do not hesitate in contacting me, 
information will appear below.  If you have any club members who wish to be added to my email list, 
send me the information of name, District and email address. 
 
Remember, I am here to provide any assistance I can. 
  
Yours in Lionism, 
  
Ed Hashbarger, PDG 
State Leader Dog Chair 
edmclionh@bellsouth.net  
770-995-0405 
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N E W S 
LCIF Coordinator 
Lions Clubs International Foundation is in a position of unprecedented opportunity to build upon the 
recent success of Campaign SightFirst. To do so an LCIF Development Plan was created, which was 
approved by the LCIF Board of Trustees at the May 2008 Board Meeting. This plan is designed to 
strengthen our Foundation, and a critical aspect of the plan is the creation of an enhanced LCIF 
volunteer structure, similar to that of 
CSFII. 
 
This enhanced volunteer structure will provide consistently trained and longer-serving LCIF 
Coordinators in every district and multiple district. These volunteer coordinators will serve as 
ambassadors of LCIF in all regards and will be supported in their efforts by geographically assigned 
LCIF Development staff. This change is being undertaken to better serve the needs of Lions and those 
we serve worldwide. The efforts of these LCIF Coordinators will help increase both awareness of 
LCIF’s work and donations received, allowing Lions to provide greater humanitarian service when 
needed locally and globally. 
 
These leaders are being appointed and trained during this Lions year (2008-2009) for a four-year term 
(allowing for some variation to address local needs). Please note that the new LCIF MD and District 
Coordinators will fill the role formerly served by MD and District LCIF Chairpersons. This new 
structure will be effective following International Convention in Lions year 2009-2010. 
 
In the coming weeks, the recently appointed LCIF Multiple District Coordinator will be consulting 
with leaders in the district and multiple district to select LCIF District Coordinators to promote the 
work of LCIF. 
Please give these leaders full support as they prepare to support our Lions Clubs International 
Foundation. Working together, Lions have the opportunity to build a stronger Foundation and create 
a better world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Alumni Letters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Leader Dog, 
I would like to thank Leader Dog for allowing me to participate 
in the Accelerated Mobility Program. When I first heard about this 
special program, I was very interested. My rehabilitation instructor 
gave me barely two hours of instruction in cane travel back in 1994. 
Since I had already obtained four guide dogs from the Seeing Eye, I 
was afraid that Leader Dog would not accept me into their program. 
I found Leader Dog to be an excellent school. The program far 
exceeded my expectations. I left with the confidence to face any 
travel situation as an adventure. 
Sincerely, 
Judy Presley 

 
Dear Leader Dog, 
Katie had such a wonderful time at camp. 
She is using her Trekker whenever she gets an 
opportunity to navigate to new destinations, 
and she is mastering the laptop that was given 
to her at camp. She was so excited to be given 
the opportunity to become more independent 
in utilizing this technology. She is emailing her 
campmates and is completing some summer 
goals that she set for herself on becoming more 
proficient on the internet. I can’t thank you 
enough for these new opportunities for Katie. 
Please let the sponsors of this project know just how 
much this experience has meant to campers such as 

Katie.  I just wanted to send this note acknowledging everyone’s efforts on making this program a success. 
Thank you once again. 

 

Dear Leader Dog, 
I wanted you to know that Cooper, my 
Leader Dog, has been made the official 
dog of the Strasburg (Virginia) Town 
Council Chamber. I was elected to Council 
in May, and sworn in in July. Cooper 
received his designation right after I was 
sworn in at the first Council meeting. 
Thank you for the wonderful work you do 
at Leader Dog and the difference you 
make in so many lives every day! 
Sincerely, 
Richard Redmon 
 

 



Susan M. Kelel 
 
 
Dear Leader Dog, 
I wanted to drop you a note and let you know that we are doing 
great. On our first day we had huge obstacles to get around. The 
town was doing work on our road and we had to go around barrels 
and vehicles to cross the street.  The workers were absolutely 
amazed with Danae. On the second day we went the same route 
and through the obstacles again. The workers stopped and 
greeted us and asked questions. It was a very nice encounter. We 
went grocery shopping last night and Danae was listening to 
commands and we worked through the pet food aisle. She 
behaved herself and did great! 
 
My husband is very impressed and told me that Danae is a 
beautiful dog. Our other dog is adapting well. He loves watching 
our daily obedience routine and he is actually trying to learn the 
commands too – awesome! 
 
Again, many thanks for what you have done for me. 
Bobbie Poling 
 
 
 

Dear Leader Dog, 
Hi, just writing to say hello 
and to let you know that things 

are going pretty good. 
Since we left the school last 
year we have been pretty busy 
going to meetings and speaking 
at my church about the dog and 
what you need to know when you 
meet a Leader Dog in harness. 
The kids really love it and 
after we talk I give them 
a chance to see what being 

visually impaired is all about. 
Sincerely, 

Larry Skwarok and Leader Dog 
“Argus” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Breeding 
Stock Host 
Homes 
 
“Where do babies come 
from?” This innocent 
question has stumped many 
a good parent. But 
substitute one little word, 
and the answer comes easy. 
“Where do Leader Dog 
puppies come from?” 
They come from Mom dogs 
and Dad dogs and the 
hearts of breeding stock 
host families. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary (pictured in red) and her mother, Sibyl, have both been involved in the Leader Dog 
breeding stock and puppy programs for many years. They are pictured with (from l to r): 
Gayla, Swayser, Joy and Claire (laying down). 
 
Mary Simpson 
Female Breeding Host, Puppy Counselor & Puppy Raiser 
“I never thought I would be doing this for so long,” confesses Mary Simpson. “I’ve been hosting female 
breeding stock dogs for 17 years and puppy raising for 21 years. Obviously, I really like the Leader Dog 
program.” 
 
Mary is currently hosting her 5th LDB Mom, “Swayser,” who is expecting her next litter in December. Over 
the years, Mary has helped whelp enough litters to lose count of the number of puppies born. “With each 
new litter born in my home I get two months of heaven. I love when I have the ‘babies’ running around. I 
also enjoy the last two weeks of the dog’s pregnancy when the ‘pupcorn’ are kicking and I can hear their 
heartbeats with a neonatal stethoscope.” 
 
Caring for a litter of puppies for 6-8 weeks is hard work; it’s even harder when you are raising those puppies 
to be Leader Dogs.  Breeding hosts have the responsibility of giving their puppies a lot of stimulation and 
experiences. This means introducing the puppies to different textures such as tile, concrete, stones, and grass 
and having a lot of toys for them to explore. Breeding hosts also report each puppy’s progress to LDB 
veterinarians. Puppies are weighed, charted and tracked to make sure they are growing at a proper rate. 
 
And do we even need to mention the cleaning. Newborn puppies are messy. When asked about it, Mary sighs 
and matter of factly says, “You just get used to cleaning the whelping box frequently. It’s worth it.” 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 



 



My Weekend with Phoebe 
By Puppy Raiser Kristen (and Future Leader Dog Phoebe) 

 



 
 



 
 


